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with the lengthy period of service, had in large measure
demoralized the troops of the Empire.
During the evening of the Hth, Prince Orlov informed
Count Witte by telephone from Peterhof that he was asked
to attend a conference called by His Majesty for the I5th
at eleven o'clock in the morning, and that he should take
along a draft of the manifesto, since it was essential that
"everything should come from the Emperor personally and
that the reforms sketched in the report should be trans-
ferred from the sphere of promises into the field of actual-
ities granted by the Emperor." Although he judged it safer
not to go beyond an Imperial sanction of his report and
hoped that there would be no need of a manifesto, Count
Witte, feeling ill that evening, requested Prince A. D.
Obolensky, a member of the Imperial Council, who hap-
pened to be his guest at the time, to draw up a plan of the
manifesto for the next morning.
Inviting Prince Obolensky and the chairman of the Com-
mittee of Ministers to accompany him, Count Witte again
set out for Peterhof on the morning of October i6th.
Baron Frederichs, the Court Minister, was travelling on the
same steamer. In the presence of these people Prince Obo-
lensky read his draft of the manifesto. Count \VJjtte made
a few observations, but, as they were nearing Peterhof at
the moment, he asked Prince Obolensky and Vuich to try to
formulate a more or less final version of the manifesto on
the basis of their conversation, while he himself went to
the court with Baron Frederichs. There he met Grand
Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich and General Rediger. At
eleven o'clock His Majesty received these four persons and
directed Count Witte to read the report previously men-
tioned. Then Count Witte stated that to the best of his
knowledge and belief there were but two ways out of exist-
ing difficulties, either to institute a dictatorship or to grant a
constitution, on the road to which His Majesty had already